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The chief problem now facing a society interested in spread- 
ing a knowledge in these United States of the abiding values 
of German culture is the keeping alive of German instruction. 
It is not likely that the extravagant and emotional agitation 
against the teaching of German which filled this country dur- 
ing the first World War will be repeated. Most Americans 
later disapproved of this attitude as was shown in a Sym- 
posium which your Secretary published in the German Quar- 
terly for March 1928, giving the opinions of Senators, Rep- 
resentatives, Governors, dignitaries of the Church, and other 
men of distinction. The Germanistic Society distributed 
10,000 reprints of this article and copies may still be obtained 
by writing to the Secretary. And yet the anticipation of the 
mere possibility of such a development has already had a 
most alarming influence in those institutions which have to 
do specifically with the training of future teachers. If this 
trend is allowed to run its course, there will be very few com- 
petent people left who will continue the teaching of what will 
still be one of the most important modern languages when 
this war has once come to an end. 

Accordingly, the continued offering of our Germanistic 
Society Fellowship is of more importance now than ever. 
From 1928 to 1939 we awarded fellowships for study in a 
German-speaking country, and thanks to the co-operation of 
Dr. Stephen P. Duggan, Dr. Edgar J. Fisher, and Miss Ruth 
Hubbard of the Institute of International Education our 
selections have been of uniform excellence. It will not be 
amiss to give here a list of the successful candidates and of 
their present status: 

1928 Dr. Charles D. Buchanan, Professor of German at 
Alfred University 
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1929 Dr. James Mac L. Hawkes, Instructor in German 
at Harvard University 

1930 Dr. Harold G. Carlsson, Associate Professor of 
German at Wells College 

1931 Dr. Nathaniel Clough, Instructor in History at 
Brooklyn College 

1932 Dr. Philip A. Burke, Professor of Fine Arts at 
University of Minnesota 

1933 Dr. R. Taylor Cole, Associate Professor of Govern- 
ment at Duke University 

1934 Dr. Vern W. Robinson, Instructor in German at 
University of California at Los Angeles 

1935 Dr. Gordon Prange, Assistant Professor of History 
at University of Maryland 

1936 Miss Helen Mustard, Instructor in German at Ran- 
dolph Macon Woman’s College 

1937 Dr. Cedric Evans, Junior Visitor, Kinesaw, Neb. 

1938 Dr. Thomas K. Brown III, Instructor in German 

1939 Mr. Joseph Earl Bourgeois, language expert in one 
of the Federal Bureaus 

In 1931 the Society also awarded a scholarship of $500 
to Dr. Gerd Aage Gillhoff who is now instructor in German 
at Cornell University. Until her death in 1933, Mrs. Anne 
Grafflin of Cambridge, Mass., contributed $500 annually for 
a scholarship. During the academic year 1931-1932 Miss 
Priscilla Kramer was a Grafflin scholar and pursued the 
study of German Literature at Berlin ; 1932-1933 Miss Mar- 
garet Goodell was the Grafflin scholar in Fine Arts at the 
University of Hamburg. Both young women are now mar- 
ried. 

When in 1939 it was no longer feasible for students to 
go abroad, it was voted at the annual meeting of this Society 
to award a fellowship of $750 for the study of German at 
an American university. The first incumbent of this new 
stipend was Miss Martha Storek who is continuing her grad- 
uate work at Bryn Mawr. For this year the fellowship was 
awarded to Murray Bisbee Peppard, Amherst 1939 and grad- 
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uate student at Yale. Mr. Peppard was drafted during the 
summer, and so the stipend was given to the alternate, Miss 
Katharine O. Aston, A.B., Kansas 1937 and now a graduate 
student at Bryn Mawr. 

The other activity which this Society may well continue to 
support is that of the Deutsches Haus. Ever since its re- 
establishment in 1929 this institute has served as the home 
of the Society and has been a center of information about 
study and research in the German-speaking countries. It 
has also in the course of the years built up one of the best 
special libraries on modern Germany which is scarcely 
equalled anywhere else in this country. This library of over 
10,000 volumes is open to the general public from nine to 
five on weekdays during the academic year and for six weeks 
during the summer, and members of the Society are particu- 
larly invited to visit it. For graduate students of German 
the Haus also serves as a social center where they are offered 
an opportunity to perfect their practical command of the 
language. 

It is the sad duty of the Secretary to report the death of 
a number of our officers and members. Mr. Ferdinand 
Wilckes and Mr. Diedrich Gristede took a very personal and 
generous interest in the welfare of the Society and of the 
Deutsches Haus, and their presence in the Board of Directors 
will be seriously missed by all. One of our oldest members, 
Mr. Oscar Dressier, became a Fellow in 1929. To the end 
he was keenly alive to everything we were doing, and often 
wrote a cordial note of approval of our work. In Mr. 
Charles Wester we lost a faithful member of long standing. 
The Society also mourns the loss of two of its life members : 
Mr. James Speyer served faithfully for a considerable num- 
ber of years as Treasurer of this Society as well as of its 
subsidiary the Emergency Society for German and Austrian 
Science and Art ; Mrs. Rudolf Erbsloh, who even during her 
husband’s life-time had become a member in her own name, 
rarely failed to attend our meetings and until her last serious 
illness kept up a sympathetic awareness of our various proj- 
ects. In Mr. Alanson B. Houghton who had so signally suc- 
ceeded in establishing more friendly relations between Ger- 
many, Great Britain, and the United States, the Society has 
lost a distinguished Honorary Vice-President. 
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There is no limit to the number of fellowships for the 
study of German this Society could offer and no more far- 
sighted bequest could be made than one for the endowment 
of such stipends during the next ten years. The co-opera- 
tion of the Institute of International Education in these 
awards insures wide publicity and an expert and objective 
selection. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Frederick W. J. Heuser, 
Corresponding S ecre l ary 
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TREASURER’S REPORT 
November 18, 1940 to November 14, 1941 
RECEIPTS 

Balance on hand November 18, 1940 $ 824.94 

Dues $1250.00 

Bond Interest 685.34 

Dividends 25.00 1960.34 $2785.28 




DISBURSEMENTS 

Clerical assistance at Deutsches Haus .... 912.00 


Miscellaneous at Deutsches Haus 88.00 

Stationery and printing 52.32 

Fellowship Fund 750.00 

Miscellaneous : 

Chase National Bank — fee for holding 

securities for one year ending 

6/22/41 $25.00 

Wreath 15.00 

Prof. Heuser — reimbursement 
for certificates of incor- 
poration 5.00 45.00 


1847.32 


Balance 


Fulton Savings Bank $ 834.37 

Interest to July 1, 1941 9.27 


$ 937.96 


Balance $ 843.64 

Bonds: 

$ 500. Baltimore and Ohio R. R. Co. I 4% 1948 

10,000. Northern Pacific Ry. Co. Prior Lien 4% 1997 

2,000. Pennsylvania R. R. Co. Cons. 4% 1948 

2,000. Baltimore and Ohio R. R. Co. Ref. & Gen’l 5% 1995 “A” 
500. Union Pacific R. R. Co. I 4% 1947 

Shares : 

5 Atchison Topeka & Santa Fe Rwy. pfd. 

Otto E. Reimer, 

Treasurer 


Examined and found correct: 
Otto P. Schinnerer 
Tiieo. Schorske 

Auditing Committee 
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MEMBERS OF THE GERMANISTIC SOCIETY 
OF AMERICA, INC. 

LIFE MEMBERS 


New York 


Berwind, E. J. 
*Erbsloh, Mrs. Rudolf 
Gerdau, Mrs. Otto 
Gray, Magna 


Hafner, Alfred 
Lafrentz, Ferdinand W. 
Reisinger, Curt 
*Speyer, James 


FELLOWS 

New York 

^Dressier, Oscar 
*Gristede, Diedrich 
Stiefel, C. F. 
Stiefel, Walther A. 
*Wilckes, Ferdinand 


REGULAR MEMBERS 
New Jersey 


Bernegau 

New 

Bewer, Julius A. 

Beyer, Eugene O. 
Chamberlain, Joseph P. 
Denig, R. 

Duggan, Stephen P. 
Eggers, Carl 
Eisele, Ernest 
Engelhard, Charles 
Faber, Lothar W. 

Fife, Robert Herndon 
Gadebusch, P. 

Graupner, W. 


Carl M. 

York 

Gristede, Charles 
Heuser, Frederick W. J. 
Heye, Carl F. 

Klenze, Camillo von 
Kubler, George 
Kudlich, Herman C. 
Lafrentz, Mrs. F. W. 
Lafrentz, Olga L. 
Meyer, Julius P. 

Nortz, F. Eugen 
Reimer, Otto E. 
Schinnerer, Otto P. 


Deceased. 
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Schmitz, Ernest Sperrle, Oscar E 

Schorske, Theo. * Wester, Charles 

Schroeder, J. Zinsser, August 

Simon, George 

Pennsylvania 
Fischer-Koerting, Helene 

* Mertz, Mrs. Oscar 

Meyran, L. A. 

Thun, Ferdinand 

y 

Wisconsin 
Mrs. Fred Pabst 

I 


i 

i 



I 
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OFFICERS FOR 1942 


President 

Ferdinand W. Lafrentz 
100 Broadway, New York 

Honorary Vice-Presidents 

Nicholas Murray Butler *Alanson B. Hougi-iton 

V ice-Presidents 

Herman C. Kudlich Ferdinand Ti-iun 

Julius P. Meyer 

T reasurer 

Otto E. Reimer 

189 Montague Street, Brooklyn, N. Y. 

Recording Secretary Corresponding Secretary 

Otto P. Schinnerer Frederick W. J. Heuser 

Columbia University 

New York City 


Directors 


Julius A. Bewer 
Rudolf Denig 
Stephen P. Duggan 
Carl Eggers 


Robert Herndon Fife 
Camillo von Klenze 
Theodore Schorske 
Walther A. Stiefel 
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FORMULARY FOR GIFTS AND BEQUESTS 

I hereby jj^q^gg^j t0 the Germanistic Society of America, 
Inc., the sum of $ 

Signed 
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In the period under review, there has been little of the 
wholesale condemnation of German culture that charac- 
terized the period of the First World War. The unique 
Lieder of Schubert, Schumann and Hugo Wolf, as well as 
the immortal operas of Wagner and Strauss are still sung 
in German, and there has been little agitation against the 
study of the German language. 

In fact, German is now a required study at the Military 
Academy at West Point, and the U. S. Naval Reserve 
Accredited College Program lists German first among the 
six foreign languages recommended for intensive study. 

At the meeting of the Modern Language Association held 
at Indianapolis the end of December 1941, Mr. Richard C. 
Pattee of the Division of Cultural Relations in the U. S. 
State Department expressed the belief that “We cannot 
blind ourselves, because of the politics of the moment, to 
the values of permanence. German civilization, for ex- 
ample, means too much to the world at large. Our difference 
with the present political ruling group in Germany is not 
a difference with German cultural achievements.” 

Walter Damrosch, who has done so much for the appreci- 
ation of good music in this country, recently gave expression 
to the following opinion : 

“It is needless to say political conditions in Germany 
should have no influence whatever on the study and cul- 
tivation of the German language or of German music for 
that matter. German literature and music are the result 
of the culture of a great race, and intimate acquaintance 
with both is of the greatest value to all of us.” * 

* Opinions quoted from German Quarterly, November, 1942, p. 181. 
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A short time ago there appeared in the San Francisco 
Chronicle and the Palo Alto Times an excellent answer by 
Professor Bayard Quincy Morgan to the indignant ex- 
pression of surprise by the head-mistress of a California 
school that “the language of base defilers of human rights 
is still taught in our schools.” Two of the most pertinent 
sentences from his reply read as follows: 

“Are you aware that one of the greatest handicaps under 
which our army is now laboring is that neither officers nor 
men are equipped with the foreign languages required for 
successful operation in an enemy country? Are you in 
favor of sending our boys to fight without weapons? . . . 
In doing your bit to eliminate the teaching of German from 
American schools you are ... in fact, whether you admit 
it or not, giving aid to the enemy.” 

In spite of the strong emphasis placed by government 
agencies and by prominent citizens on the study of foreign 
languages in general, and of German in particular, there has 
been a considerable falling-off in the study of German in 
high schools, colleges, and universities, and the situation 
with regard to supplying properly equipped teachers in the 
immediate future is positively alarming. Accordingly, the 
continuation of the active work of this Society in the pro- 
motion of the study of the German language and civilization 
becomes a positive patriotic duty. In 1927 it was first 
voted to offer a fellowship for graduate students, and in the 
course of fifteen years the Society has established an envi- 
able record for the high scholastic attainments of its fellows. 
Only this year Professor R. Taylor Cole of Duke University 
was awarded a traveling fellowship by the Guggenheim 
Memorial Foundation, while Messrs. Bourgeois and Gillhoff 
have been appointed to confidential posts in the Govern- 
ment. It would not have been possible to secure the high 
grade of competition for our fellowship, if it had not been 
for the fact that the Institute of International Education 
took over its administration from the start. Our sincere 
thanks are due to the Director, Dr. Stephen P. Duggan, 
and to the Associate Director, Dr. Edgar J. Fisher, as well 
as to Miss Ruth Hubbard who is directly in charge of this 
particular commitment. 

The Fellowship for 1942-43 of the value of $750 was 
awarded to Miss Pauline J. Steiner. She was born in 
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Illinois, received her bachelor’s degree at the University of 
Illinois, and her Master of Arts degree from Smith College. 
She is now pursuing graduate work at Columbia University. 

Since the Deutsches Haus was re-established at Columbia 
University in 1929, the Germanistic Society has looked upon 
it as its home and has contributed to its maintenance. Our 
Honorary Vice-President, Dr. Nicholas Murray Butler, has 
shown a great deal of understanding of its importance in 
the present emergency, and the Columbia Trustees desire 
the continuation of its work. In the last years the unique 
collection of recent German literature in all fields of human 
knowledge, which the Haus has brought together, has 
proved of great help to various research and government 
agencies. The Director again invites the general public 
and particularly the members of the Germanistic Society, 
to whom the library is open on weekdays from 9-12 and 
1-5, Saturdays 9-12, to avail themselves of the opportunity 
for reading and browsing. In the summer session an in- 
tensive course in speaking German was scheduled at the 
Haus, and during the entire academic year, students are 
given many opportunities there to improve their speaking 
knowledge of German. 

On November 15th, the date of Gerhart Hauptmann’s 
eightieth birthday, a dramatic reading of Der Biberpelz was 
given at the Haus by Mr. Arnold Korff under the auspices 
of the Germanistic Society and of the Germanic Department 
of Columbia University, which was attended by over 
seventy members and guests. It is needless to say that 
Mr. Korff rendered this classic comedy with its variety of 
dialects in the brilliant manner of the days when he was 
one of the mainstays of the Vienna Burgtheater and of the 
Reinhart Ensemble. 

It is the sad duty of the Secretary to report the sudden 
death of our Recording Secretary, Professor Otto P. 
Schinnerer, on November 7, 1942. Dr. Schinnerer was 
born in Iowa in 1890 as the son of a Lutheran minister. He 
was himself originally destined for the ministry, and at- 
tended the Concordia College at Fort Wayne, Ind. and the 
Concordia Seminary in St. Louis. It was in these two 
institutions that he acquired the remarkably idiomatic 
command of the German language which characterized him 
later. In 1912 he decided to devote himself to the field of 
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Germanics and attended the University of Illinois from 
which he received the degree of A.B. in 1913 and of A.M. 
in 1914. After spending two years as an instructor in 
German at the Case School of Applied Science, he was 
awarded the Carl Schurz Fellowship at Columbia Univer- 
sity. After a year’s interval during which he acted as 
government censor, instructor at Bowdoin College, and ■ 
officer in training, he returned to Columbia University as 
a graduate student, and soon became Lecturer, Instructor, 
and in 1937 Assistant Professor, having secured the degree 
of Ph.D. in 1924. He was an authority on Arthur 
Schnitzler, by whom he had been selected as an executor 
of his literary remains. It is a pity that Dr. Schinnerer 
had not yet finished his Life of Schnitzler when he died, as 
the brief biography prefixed to the translation of Schnitzler’s 
Novellen published by Simon and Schuster is the best evalu- 
ation of the Austrian writer in the English language. He 
also translated a number of Schnitzler’s works, a novel by 
Wassermann, and one by Sudermann. He was the author 
of one of the most widely used elementary books for the 
study of German, and had edited a number of other school 
texts. He was liked by his students for his intellectual 
honesty and his skill as a teacher ; his colleagues valued him 
for his fine literary appreciation and his practical common 
sense. He became Recording Secretary of the Germanistic 
Society in 1927 and served faithfully in this capacity until 
his untimely death. The Society will miss his disinterested 
services. 

In the light of the authoritative opinions of the repre- 
sentative Americans mentioned in the first part of this 
report, there is no reason why the Germanistic Society 
should not continue the cultural activities that it has sup- 
ported with such distinction in the past. More and more, 
men and women of vision are turning their attention to the 
problems of peace which must follow the war. There is 
every reason to expect with the increased world obligations 
of the United States a tremendous demand for native-born 
Americans with a fluent command of the German language, 
particularly as this has been for many years a sort of lingua 
franca in Russia, the Balkans, and in the smaller countries 
bordering on the German Empire. It is therefore of the 
utmost importance that the training of properly qualified 
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teachers of German be not interrupted now. Whatever the 
Society can do toward stimulating this study is a direct 
national advantage; in short, we could not engage in a 
more practical war effort. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Frederick W. J. Heuser, 
Corresponding Secretary 
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TREASURER’S REPORT 


November 14, 1941 to November 17, 1942 


RECEIPTS 

Balance on hand November 14, 1941 


Estate of Paul Guenther $911.18 

Estate of Paul Guenther •. 149.18 

Estate of William Marburg 2500.00 

Transfer from Fulton Savings Bank 500.00 

Dues 775.00 

Bond Interest 634.66 

Dividends 25.00 


$ 937.96 


5495.02 $6432.98 


DISBURSEMENTS 

Clerical Assistance 152.00 

Stationery and Printing 63.24 

Postage 10.00 

Fellowship Fund 1125.00 

Lecture — Arnold Korff 50.00 

Deutsches Haus 848.00 

Miscellaneous: 

Chase National Bank, fee for holding 
securities for one year ending 
6/22/42 25.00 


Balance 

Fulton Savings Bank — November 14, 1941 $ 843.64 
Less withdrawal on Jan. 16, 1942 500.00 


2273.24 

$4159.74 


343.64 

Interest — 7/1/41 to 1/1/42 $6.32 

1/1/42 to 7/1/42 2.61 8.93 


$ 352.57 

Bonds: 

$ 500 Baltimore & Ohio R. R. I 4% 1948 

2000 Baltimore & Ohio R. R. Ref. & Gen. 1% 1995 “A” 
10000 Northern Pacific Ry. Co. Prior Lien 4% 1997 
2000 Pennsylvania R. R. Cons. Mtg. 4% 1948 
500 Union Pacific R. R. I 4% 1947 

Shares: 

5 Atchison Topeka & Santa Fe Rwy. pfd. 

354 Eagle Fire Insurance Co. 


Examined and found correct: 
H. C. Kudlich 
Theo. Schorske 

Auditing Committee 
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MEMBERS OF THE GERMANISTIC SOCIETY 
OF AMERICA, INC. 


LIFE MEMBERS 
New York 


*Berwind, E. J. 
Gerdau, Mrs. Otto 
Gray, Magna 


Hafner, Alfred 
Lafrentz, Ferdinand W. 
Reisinger, Curt 


FELLOWS 


New York 

Stiefel, C. F. Stiefel, Walther A. 

REGULAR MEMBERS 
California 

Klenze, Camillo von 

New Jersey 
Bernegau, Carl M. 


New York 


Bewer, Julius A. 

Beyer, Eugene O. 
Chamberlain, Joseph P. 
Denig, R. 

Duggan, Stephen P. 
Eggers, Carl 
Engelhard, Charles 
Faber, Lothar W. 

Fife, Robert Herndon 
Gadebusch, P. 

Graupner, W. 

Gristede, Charles 

Zinsser, 

* Deceased. 


Heuser, Frederick W. J. 
Heye, Carl T. 

Kubler, George 
Kudlich, Herman C. 
Lafrentz, Mrs. F. W. 
Lafrentz, Olga L. 
Meyer, Julius P. 

*Nortz, F. Eugen 
Reimer, Otto E. 
*Schinnerer, Otto P. 
Schorske, Theo. 

Sperrle, Oscar E. 

August 


Pennsylvania 

Fischer-Koerting, Helene Meyran, L. A. 

Mertz, Mrs. Oscar E. Thun, Ferdinand 
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OFFICERS FOR 1943 


President 

Ferdinand W. Lafrentz 
100 Broadway, New York 

Honorary Vice-President 

Nicholas Murray Butler 

Vice-Presidents 

Herman C. Kudlich Ferdinand Thun 

Julius P. Meyer 

Treasurer 

Otto E. Reimer 

189 Montague Street, Brooklyn, N. Y. 

Recording Secretary Corresponding Secretary 

Carl F. Bayerschmidt Frederick W. J. Heuser 


Columbia University 

New York City 


Directors 


Julius A. Bewer 
Rudolf Denig 
Stephen P. Duggan 
Carl Eggers 


Camillo von Klenze 
Theodore Sciiorske 
Walther A. Stiefel 


Robert Herndon Fife 
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FORMULARY FOR GIFTS AND BEQUESTS 

I hereby beq^i ea th | t0 t ^ ie Germanistic Society of America, 
Inc., the sum of $ 

Signed . . 
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Just forty years ago a number of internationally-minded 
American citizens came together to discuss the feasibility 
of establishing a Society to stimulate in this country a 
greater interest in the culture and civilization of the Ger- 
man-speaking countries. Out of this discussion the Ger- 
manistic Society grew. Founded in 1904, it has continued 
its activities ever since, except for the two war-years, 1917 
and 1918, when it remained inactive. It is now twenty-five 
years since it was revived through the energy and far- 
sightedness of Franz Boas, Herman C. Kudlich, Julius P. 
Meyer, and Carl Lincoln Schurz. By 1929 it had reached 
the largest membership in its history, 260 members. At 
present it finds itself caught im another world war, after 
already having felt adversely the repercussions of the world 
depression of 1930 and of the revolutionary changes in 
Germany of 1933. In spite of these set-backs, its officers 
have carried on the work in which they so firmly believe, 
undaunted by diminishing membership and consequent re- 
duction in expendable income. In their endeavors they 
have had the encouragement and cooperation not only of 
the Institute of International Education in the adminis- 
tration of an annual fellowship, but also of the President 
and Trustees of Columbia University, who are fully aware 
of the generous contribution made by this Society through- 
out the years toward the maintenance of the Deutsches 
Haus and of the patriotic and educational function this 
institution performs in the present crisis. 

The Germanistic Society Fellowship was established in 
1928. In the year under review it was awarded to Miss 
Theodora J. Fette, A.B., Queens College, 1942. The So- 
ciety is indebted to the Institute of International Education 
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for again administering this award free of charge and lending 
to it the prestige of its name and its farflung influence. 
Particular thanks are due the Director, Dr. Stephen P. 
Duggan, the Assistant Director, Dr. Edgar J. Fisher, and 
their Assistant, Miss Ruth Hubbard, for the personal in- 
terest they have taken in advertising this stipend as well 
as in the selection of the candidate. The following reports 
on the whereabouts of former fellows have come to the 
attention of the Secretary : 

Dr. Nathaniel Clough is now Assistant Professor of His- 
tory at Brooklyn College, Dr. Gerd Aage Gillhoff is in 
charge of one of the departments in the translation bureau 
of the War Department, Joseph E. Bourgeois is stationed 
in the British Isles as a Lieutenant, Miss Martha Storek 
has been appointed an Instructor in German in her alma 
mater , the Connecticut College for Women, after having 
completed her work for the doctor’s degree at Bryn Mawr; 
Miss Pauline Steiner has gone to the University of Indiana 
as Instructor in German, Professor R. Taylor Cole is at- 
tached to the American Embassy in Stockholm, Sweden. 
This incomplete list brings out more clearly than anything 
else the truly national scope of this part of the Society’s 
activities. 

Last year your Secretary expressed alarm over the catas- 
trophal falling off in the United States in the study of 
modern languages in general and of German in particular. 
Since then the United States Army has designated about 
25,000 enlisted men for the intensive study of various 
languages. Of these German draws a larger percentage 
than any other language.* This official emphasis will no 
doubt lead to a great expansion of foreign language study in 
the American High Schools and Colleges and the need for 
competent teachers will be more pressing than ever. The 
continuation of the Society’s Fellowship should accordingly 
require no further argument. 

The Deutsches Haus has never been so busy as at present. 
Since the Spring an intensive course in German has been 
given there to a select group of Naval Officers; since the 
Fall another class in German has been started for prospec- 
tive civil administrators, as well as a Seminar on various 
aspects of German life and institutions. The Director of 

* Cf. Modern Language Journal, November 1943. 
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the Program of Civilian Training in International Admin- 
istration, Professor Austin P. Evans, has been given an 
office at the Deutsches Plaus and is working in close co- 
operation with its Director. What he is constantly im- 
pressing on his students is that they cannot expect to force 
the American way of life on the European nations, but 
that they can hope to be effective only if they try to 
understand their languages, and the history, the traditions, 
customs, institutions, and prejudices of the people among 
whom they intend to work. 

The Haus is also continuing to provide a social center 
for the graduate students of German and the weekly Kaffee- 
stunde which affords them an opportunity for practice in 
spoken German is well attended by civilians as well as 
officers. From its unique collection of books on modern 
Germany the Haus has loaned from time to time several 
hundred volumes to the School of Military Government, to 
Bard College for its military area course, to the New York 
offices of the War Department and of the Office of War 
Information, and to the British Library of Information. 

Besides carrying on all these activities, the Haus still 
keeps its library open to the general public on weekdays 
from 10-4, and members of the Germanistic Society are 
cordially invited to browse among its 10,000 volumes. 

Last year a bequest of $2,500 from the estate of Mr. 
William Marburg was finally handed over to our Treasurer. 
The executors, Messrs. Theodore H. and Louis C. Marburg, 
very generously acceded to the suggestion that the prin- 
cipal sum be spent in furnishing German books to small 
college libraries. A sentence from their letter of approval 
deserves to be repeated here: 

“We hope it may contribute to the maintenance of 
some ties between the best of Germany and the growing 
youth in some of the colleges of this country.” 

A committee consisting of Professors Duggan, Fife and 
Heuser is now working on plans for carrying out this project. 

There has scarcely ever been a time when the support 
of the Germanistic Society was more vital and more worth- 
while. It is performing a truly patriotic service, without 
losing sight of the eternal cultural values which its founders 
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had in mind. The possibilities for bequests and special 
donations are virtually unlimited. 

It is the sad duty of the Secretary to report the loss 
through death of Professor Camillo von Klenze and of 
Mr. Lothar Faber. Mr. Faber was one of our oldest mem- 
bers and not only followed the activities of the Germanistic 
Society with a very personal interest but also supported 
the Deutsches Haus generously since its reorganization. 
He will be sadly missed. Camillo von Klenze died in 
California on December 8, 1942. He had become a member 
in 1918 and soon thereafter was elected a Director. When 
he left New York to take up his work as a cultural ambas- 
sador from the United States to Munich, he resigned his 
directorship but remained a member. On his return to 
New York in 1939 he was again elected a Director. He was 
born in Freiburg, Switzerland in 1865, but spent his early 
boyhood in Mantua, Italy. Through his great uncle, the 
famous architect, there had been kept alive in the family 
the classical tradition of the plastic arts; through his mother, 
who was an accomplished pianist, the world of music was 
opened up to him. At the age of fourteen he was brought 
to Chicago, where he was prepared for Harvard College. 
After graduating from this institution in 1886, he spent 
several years at German universities, securing the doctor’s 
degree at Marburg in 1890. On his return to America he 
received an appointment at Cornell University, first as an 
Instructor in French and after one year as an Instructor in 
German. From 1893-1906 he was a member of the Ger- 
manic Department at the University of Chicago. In 1906 
he became Head of the German Department at Brown 
University. In 1916 he took over a similar post at the 
College of the City of New York, from which he retired in 
1927, only to take up what he considered his most important 
work — that of Professor of American Culture at the Uni- 
versity of Munich. He also was a lecturer at Summer 
Sessions at Cornell, Columbia, Wisconsin and Leland Stan- 
ford. Wisconsin bestowed upon him the honorary degree 
of Doctor of Letters in 1932. Professor von Klenze was a 
brilliant and fascinating speaker especially before large 
public audiences, and he excelled in the presentation of 
large movements and of philosophic undercurrents. There 
was something in him particularly stimulating to young 
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college students and he succeeded in awakening in many of 
them a genuine love for German literature and thought. 
To his more intimate colleagues he was a genial warm- 
hearted friend and a never failing source of inspiration. 
He spoke French and Italian fluently and his knowledge of 
non-Germanic European literatures was comprehensive and 
discerning. In 1906 he married one of his most promising 
pupils, Henriette Becker. The marriage was an unusually 
happy one, and the keen intellect of his wife helped him 
greatly in clarifying his own critical observations as well 
as his aesthetic intuitions. Among his publications should 
be mentioned: The Interpretation of Italy in German Litera- 
ture, 1907 ; From Goethe to Hauptmann, 1927 ; Charles Timothy 
Brooks, Translator from the German, the Genteel Tradition, 
1937. A posthumous work The American Indian and 
Goethe's Iphigenie auf Tauris has been prepared for the 
press by Mrs. von Klenze and is to appear soon. The field 
of German studies in the widest sense of the term has lost 
in Camillo von Klenze one of its ablest and most gifted 
representatives. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Frederick W. J. Heuser, 
Corresponding Secretary 
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Germanistic Society of America 
TREASURER’S REPORT 
November 17, 1942 to November 19, 1943 


RECEIPTS 

Balance on hand November 17, 1942 $4,159.74 

January 11, 1943 transferred from General Account 

to Fulton Savings Bank Account 2,000.00 $2,159.74 


Dues 750.00 

Bond Interest 620.00 

Dividends 25.00 1,395.00 


3,554.74 

DISBURSEMENTS 

Stationery and Printing 57.52 

Modern Language Association of America 50.00 

Chase National Bank — fee for holding securities 

for 1 yr. ending 6/22/43 25.00 

Deutsches Haus 1,000.00 

Institute of International Education Fellowship to 
Miss Theodora Fette 750.00 1,882.52 


Balance $1,672.22 

Fulton Savings Bank — Nov. 17, 1942 . . $ 352.57 
From General Account 1/11/43 2,000.00 


2,352.57 

Interest from 7/1/42 to 1/1/43 . . $ 2.64 

1/1/43 to 7/1/43 . . 10.16 12.80 


Balance $2,365.37 

Bonds: 

$ 500 Baltimore & Ohio R. R. I 4% 1948 
2000 Baltimore & Ohio R. R. Ref. & Gen. 1% 1995 “A” 
10000 Northern Pacific Ry. Com. Prior Lien 4% 1997 
2000 Pennsylvania R. R. Cons. Mtg. 4% 1948 
500 Union Pacific R. R. I 4% 1947 


Shares: 


5 Atchison, Topeka & Santa Fe Rwy. pfd. 
354 Eagle Fire Insurance Co. 


Examined and found correct: 


Otto E. Reimer, 

Treasurer 


Theo. Schorske 
H. C. Kudlich 

Auditing Committee 
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MEMBERS OF THE GERMANISTIC SOCIETY 
OF AMERICA, INC. 


LIFE MEMBERS 
New York 

Gerdau, Mrs. Otto Hafner, Alfred 

Gray, Magna Lafrentz, Ferdinand W. 

Reisinger, Curt 

FELLOWS 
New York 

Stiefel, C. F. Stiefel, Walther A. 


REGULAR MEMBERS 
New Jersey 
Bernegau, Carl M. 


New 

Bayerschmidt, Carl F. 
Bewer, Julius A. 

*Beyer, Eugene O. 
Chamberlain, Joseph P. 
Denig, R. 

Dressier, Mrs. Minna 
Duggan, Stephen P. 
Eggers, Carl 
Engelhard, Charles 
*Faber, Lothar W. 

Fife, Robert Herndon 
Gadebusch, P. 

Zinsser, 

* Deceased. 


York 

Graupner, Charles 
Gristede, Charles 
Heuser, Frederick W. J. 
Heye, Carl T. 

Koempel, Mrs. Bertha 
Kudlich, Herman C. 
Lafrentz, Mrs. F. W. 
Lafrentz, Olga L. 
Meyer, Julius P. 
Reimer, Otto E. 
Schorske, Theo. 

Velte, Henry P. 

August 


Pennsylvania 

Fischer-Koerting, Helene Meyran, L. A. 
Mertz, Mrs. Oscar E. Thun, Ferdinand 
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OFFICERS FOR 1944 


President 

Ferdinand W. Lafrentz 

100 Broadway, New York 

Honorary Vice-President 

Nicholas Murray Butler 


Treasurer 

Otto E. Reimer 

189 Montague Street, Brooklyn, N. Y. 


Vice-Presidents 


Herman C. Kudlich 


Ferdinand Thun 


Julius P. Meyer 


Recording Secretary 

Carl F. Bayerschmidt 


Corresponding Secretary 


Frederick W. J. Heuser 

Columbia University 


New York City 


Directors 


Julius A. Bewer 
Rudolf Denig 
Stephen P. Duggan 
Carl Eggers 


Robert Herndon Fife 
Theodore Schorske 
Walther A. Stiefel 
Hen'ry P. Velte 
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FORMULARY FOR GIFTS AND BEQUESTS 


I hereby P Ve , } 
bequeath J 

Inc., the sum of $ . 


to the German istic Society of America, 


Signed 
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In the year under review, the officers of the Germanistic 
Society have continued to conduct the affairs of the Society 
even though in a very restricted way, because they firmly 
believe, with Emerson, Longfellow, Lowell, Meredith, and 
many others, that regardless of political differences and the 
dissensions of war there are priceless values stored away in 
German literature, music, and art as well as in the domains 
of German scholarship and research which will continue to 
fructify our own civilization and make it richer and more 
universal. 

The Germanistic Society Fellowship, which was first es- 
tablished in 1928, has again been awarded through the kind 
assistance of the Institute of International Education. We 
are especially indebted to its Director, Dr. Stephen P. Dug- 
gan, its Assistant Director, Dr. Edgar J. Fisher, and their 
Secretary, Miss Ruth Hubbard, for their unflagging interest 
in this particular stipend. 

This year’s incumbent is Arthur Parcel Gardner, Jr. He 
was born in Scranton, Pennsylvania, and was for four years 
a student at Duke University. The chairman of the Ger- 
man Department at Harvard University, where Mr. Gardner 
is pursuing his graduate studies, recently expressed the opin- 
ion that he is the best student they have had in a number of 
years. 

Our former fellows and scholars are continuing the good 
work they have begun. The following changes in the status 
of some of them have come to our notice: Dr. Gerd Aage 
Gillhoff has been placed in charge of the translation depart- 
ment of one of the large federal bureaus in New York; Miss 
Helen Mustard has been made Instructor in German at 
Wellesley College, and Miss Pauline Steiner is now Secre- 
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tary of the Deutsches Haus, while she is completing her 
studies for the degree of Doctor of Philosophy. 

Now that the Federal Government, the Army, and the 
Navy have created a demand for young men and women who 
are adequately prepared to read and speak German fluently 
and correctly, school-boards and college administrators have 
awakened to the need of longer and more intensive courses 
in this language. Unless this so promising new orientation 
goes hand in hand with the training of properly equipped 
teachers, it will be unproductive of practical results. In a 
modest way our fellowship encourages specially gifted stu- 
dents to take up the advanced study of German and leads to 
the training at least of a few German teachers who might 
otherwise not have been able to pursue their studies further. 

A new and promising departure in our activities has been 
made possible through the bequest of Mr. William Marburg 
which became available last year. For a number of years 
the Society will be in a position, through this bequest, of 
giving useful German books to small College libraries which 
do not have adequate funds for their purchase. The book- 
committee, consisting of Professors Duggan, Fife, and 
Heuser, made a beginning this year with the distribution of 
forty copies of the monumental Duden Pictorial Encyclopedia 
in five languages (list price $20). This unique Bildzvdrter- 
buch appeared first for German in 1935 ; since then other 
volumes were issued for English, French, Italian, and Span- 
ish. These five separate books have been reproduced by a 
New York publisher in one big volume and a larger format 
giving in a unique pictorial way a most up to date and re- 
liable dictionary of technical names of things. 

The following libraries are the recipients of this book, 
which bears a book-plate with the inscription : 

Given by the 

Germanistc Society of America 
from the bequest of 
William Marburg 
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Adelphi College, Garden City, New York 

Alfred University, Alfred, New York 

University of Arkansas, Fayetteville, Arkansas 

Bard College, Annandale-on-Hudson, New York 

University of Buffalo, Buffalo, New York 

Connecticut College, New London, Connecticut 

Dickinson College, Carlisle, Pennsylvania 

Drew University, Madison, New Jersey 

Earlham College, Richmond, Indiana 

Emory University, Emory University, Georgia 

George Peabody College, Nashville, Tennessee 

Goucher College, Baltimore, Maryland 

Grinnell College, Grinnell, Iowa 

Hamilton College, Clinton, New York 

Hollins College, Hollins, Virginia 

Lawrence College, Appleton, Wisconsin 

Lincoln Memorial University, Harrogate, Tennessee 

University of Louisville, Louisville, Kentucky 

Marquette University, Milwaukee, Wisconsin 

University of Maryland, College Park, Maryland 

Massachusetts State College, Amherst, Massachusetts 

University of New Hampshire, Durham, New Hampshire 

College of New Rochelle, New Rochelle, New York 

Pennsylvania State College, State College, Pennsylvania 

Randolph-Macon Woman’s College, Lynchburg, Virginia 

Reed College, Portland, Oregon 

Rutgers University, New Brunswick, New Jersey 

St. Lawrence University, Canton, New York 

Trinity College, Hartford, Connecticut 

Upsala College, East Orange, New Jersey 

Ursinus College, Collegeville, Pennsylvania 

Wagner College, Staten Island, New York 

Washington and Lee University, Lexington, Virginia 

Wofford College, Spartanburg, South Carolina 

Yankton College, Yankton, South Dakota 

The institutions just enumerated were selected largely be- 
cause they are known to have active and well organized 
German departments. The fine example of Mr. Marburg 
should inspire other members to make similar provisions in 
their wills. 
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At the last annual meeting, our President, Mr. Lafrentz, 
made the generous offer of giving the society $1,000 in ad- 
dition to the printing costs for acting as the publishing agent 
of a reprint of his collection of Low German poems which 
first appeared many years ago under the title of Nordische 
Kldnge. This offer was gratefully accepted, but because of 
the paper shortage, the actual publication has been postponed 
until next year. The $1,000 has, in the meantime, been in- 
vested in War Bonds. 

The Deutsches Haus has continued as the home of the So- 
ciety and has been active in a variety of ways. Some of its 
books, which cannot be found in any other American library, 
have been of great value to Army and Government bureaus, 
and a considerable amount of information has been asked for 
and given by telephone and by letter. Last summer your 
Secretary completed, at the request of the State Department, 
a comprehensive list of books on the geography, history, and 
institutions of the United States printed in the German lan- 
guage as suitable reading material for German prisoners of 
war. 

When outstanding government officials and high military 
and naval authorities keep emphasizing the importance for 
these United States of the study of the German language, 
culture and institutions, and when the Institute of Inter- 
national Education continues to cooperate with us, this So- 
ciety certainly has no reason to suspend its activities, as has 
occasionally been suggested by timid souls. 

In fact, the Society has again also this year performed a 
truly patriotic service, without losing sight of those eternal 
cultural values which even in war-time it is conceded Ger- 
many has produced in its long and tragic history. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Frederick W. J. LIeuser, 
Corresponding Secretary 
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Germanistic Society of America 

TREASURER’S REPORT 

November 19, 1943 to November 15, 1944 


RECEIPTS 

Balance on hand November 19, 1943 $1,672.22 

Dues $ 700.00 

Bond Interest 632.50 

Dividends 25.00 

Received from Mr. F. W. Lafrentz 1,000.00 

Sales of publications 4.25 

Contributions 20.00 2,381.75 


$4,053.97 


DISBURSEMENTS 

Postage $ 5.00 

Stationery and printing 57.77 

Institute of International Education Fellowship to 

Mr. Arthur P. Gardner 750.00 

Purchase of $1,000 U. S. A. Savings bonds 1,000.00 

Chase National Bank — fee for holding securities 

for one year ending 6/22/44 25.00 

Deutsches Haus 1,000.00 

William Marburg Book Fund — purchase of books 480.00 $3,317.77 

Balance $ 736.20 

Fulton Savings Bank — Nov. 19, 1943 . . $2,365.37 
Received from Mrs. Clara Gerdau 50.00 


$2,415 37 

Interest from 7/1/43 to 1/1/44 .. $17.73 

1/1/44 to 7/1/44 . . 17.87 35.60 


Balance $2,450.97 
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Bonds: 


$ 500 Baltimore & Ohio R. R. 1st Mtg. 4% 1948 
2000 Baltimore & Ohio R. R. Ref. & Gen. 1% 1995 “A” 

10000 Northern Pacific Ry. Co. Prior Lien 4% 1997 
2000 Pennsylvania R. R. Consolidated Mtg. 4% 1948 
500 Union Pacific R. R. I 4% 1947 

1000 U. S. A. Savings bond Series G Fully registered 2 x k% 
1956 

Shares: 

5 Atchison Topeka & Santa Fe Rwy. pfd. 

354 Eagle Fire Insurance Co. 

Otto E. Retmek, 

T reasurer 

Examined and found correct: 

Frederick W. J. He user 
Theo. Sciiorske 

Audi ting Committee 


MEMBERS OF THE GERMANISTIC SOCIETY 
OF AMERICA, INC. 

LIFE MEMBERS 
New York 

Gerdau, Mrs. Otto Hafner, Alfred 

*Gray, Magna Lafrentz, Ferdinand W. 

Reisinger, Curt 

FELLOWS 
New York 

Stiefel, C. F. Stiefel, Walther A. 


REGULAR MEMBERS 
New Jersey 
Bernegau, Carl M. 
New York 


Bayerschmidt, Carl F. 
Bewer, Julius A. 
Chamberlain, Joseph P. 
Denig, R. 

Dressier, Mrs. Minna 
Duggan, Stephen P. 
Eggers, Carl 
Engelhard, Charles 
Fife, Robert Herndon 
*Gadebusch, P. 
Graupner, Charles 
Gristede, Charles 


Fischer-Koerting, Helene 
Mertz, Mrs. Oscar E. 


Heuser, Frederick W. J 
Heye, Carl T. 

Koempel, Mrs. Bertha 
Kudlich, Herman C. 
Lafrentz, Mrs. F. W. 
Lafrentz, Olga L. 
Meyer, Julius P. 
Reimer, Otto E. 
Schmidt, Otto 
Schorske, Theo. 

Velte, Henry P. 

Zinsser, August 


*Meyran, L. A. 
Thun, Ferdinand 


Pennsylvania 


* Deceased. 


9 


OFFICERS FOR 1944 


President 

Ferdinand W. Lafrentz 
100 Broadway, New York 

Honorary Vice-President 

Nicholas Murray Butler 

Vice-Presidents 

Herman C. Kudlich Ferdinand Thun 

Carl Eggers 

Treasurer 

Otto E. Reimer 

189 Montague Street, Brooklyn, N. Y. 

Recording Secretary Corresponding Secretary 

Carl F. Bayerschmidt Frederick W. J. Heuser 

Columbia University 

New York City 

Directors 

Julius A. Bewer Robert Herndon Fife 

Rudolf Denig Theodore Schorske 

Stephen P. Duggan Henry P. Velte 

Walther A. Stiefel 
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FORMULARY FOR GIFTS AND BEQUESTS 

I hereby bequeath j to ^ ie Germanistic Society of America, 
Inc., the sum of $ 


Signed . 
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Introduction 

It is difficult at this time to reconstruct mentally the con- 
dition of affairs which confronted the Germanistic Society a 
year ago. The fighting had come to an end less than half a 
year before, but the war was still being waged in the emotional 
life of the nation. Neither mail nor money, neither food nor 
clothing, could be sent to individual Germans. When an in- 
quiry was made by a sister organization about the possibility 
of relieving some of the distress in the enemy countries, the 
official answer was that all organizations were forbidden to 
collect food, clothing, or money for Germany and that they 
would be subject to discipline under the trading-with-the- 
enemy act. It is a proof of the progress which has been made 
that some of these criticisms are no longer valid, but much still 
remains to be done. All the Directors could undertake then 
was to extend the scope of the fellowship the Society had been 
offering before and during the war to a promising graduate 
student of German by permitting him to pursue his studies in 
Basel, Bern, or Zurich. The Directors also made the usual 
award to the Deutsches Haus, which had continued to func- 
tion during the war as the secretarial office of the Society and 
as a center of information about the German-speaking coun- 
tries. Its library, which contains a unique collection of refer- 
ence books on all phases of modern German life, is open to 
the public, and all members of the Germanistic Society are 
cordially invited to avail themselves of its facilities. 

Germanistic Fellowship 

The award of the Germanistic Society Fellowship has been 
the outstanding activity during the perplexing war-years, and 
has made this organization known to the administration and 
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German department of every college and university in the 
United States, particularly since the advertising of this stipend 
as well as the machinery of its award has been in the very com- 
petent hands of the Institute of International Education, thus 
insuring widest publicity and professional standards of selec- 
tion. The following list of the former fellows and scholars 
with their present positions has been brought up to date : 

Katherine C. Ashton, Instructor in English, Syra- 
cuse University 

Joseph E. Bourgeois, returned to graduate study of 
German after five years in Government service 

Thomas K. Brown, III, still in Government service 
Charles D. Buchanan, Professor of German, Alfred 
University 

William P. Burke, Associate Professor of the History 
of Art, Princeton University 

Harold G. Carlson, Chief, Historical Section, OMGUS 
Nathaniel Clough, in business 
R. Taylor Cole, Associate Professor of Government at 
Duke University on leave : Secretary at United States Em- 
bassy, Stockholm, Sweden 
Theodora J. Fette, married 

Arthur P. Gardner, Instructor in German, Harvard 
University 

Gerd A. Gillhoff, still in Government service 
Margaret Goodell, married 

James M. Hawkes, Master in German, Groton School 
Elizabeth Johnson, graduate student at University of 
Chicago 

Priscilla Kramer (Mrs. Walter Silz), Instructor in 
German at Swarthmore College 

Helen Mustard, Assistant Professor of German, Wel- 
lesley College 

Gordon Prange, Associate Professor of History, Uni- 
versity of Maryland 

Vern A. Robinson, Assistant Professor of German, 
University of California at Los Angeles 

Pauline J. Steiner, Instructor in German, Western 
Reserve University 

Martha Storek, Assistant Professor of English and 
Dean of Women, Hartwick College. 
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This year the Germanistic Society Fellowship was awarded 
to Albert B. Halley. His record was : A. B., Wabash College, 
graduate work in German at Vanderbilt and Harvard Uni- 
versities; A. M., Harvard ; Instructor in English at Buffalo 
University. Of the forty-odd American students whom the 
Institute considered this year for the Swiss exchange, Halley 
was reported to be one of the ablest, most presentable, and 
best prepared. He is now pursuing a graduate course in 
German at the University of Zurich. Through the generosity 
of our President, Mr. F. W. Lafrentz, a Lafrentz Fellowship 
in German was offered by the Institute for study at an Ameri- 
can university. The award was made to Miss Joan Merrick, 
A. B., Vassar, and for two summers a student of German at 
the Middlebury Summer School. The Society is again in- 
debted to Dr. Edgar J. Fisher and Miss Emily Donick of the 
Institute for their continued interest and assistance in making 
these awards. A member could erect no more lasting monu- 
ment to himself than by the establishment of a fellowship or 
scholarship ($500.-$1000. annually). 

Aid To German and Austrian Libraries 

In spite of the unpropitious situation as it appeared in No- 
vember, 1945, and the opinion of several members that any 
extension of activities was premature, the Directors voted to 
have a Committee of Three, consisting of Professors Duggan, 
Fife, and Heuser, consider the advisability of resuming the 
work which the Society had initiated in 1922 and carried 
through successfully during the worst years of inflation and 
depression. This activity, which was directed by the late 
Franz Boas and the undersigned with the expert advice of 
the Notgemeinschaft der Deutschen Wissenschaft in Berlin 
and the Notgemeinschaft der Oesterreichischen Wissenschaft 
in Vienna, consisted in the furnishing of American scientific 
and other scholarly periodicals to German and Austrian li- 
braries, so that the scholars of these countries could again 
become acquainted with the progress of research and the 
scholarly output in the United States. In all, over $100,000 
worth of scientific periodicals were sent abroad at a cost to 
the Society of $60,000. 

After due deliberation the Committee reached the conclu- 
sion that if this step seemed wise and necessary some twenty 
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years ago, it is ten times more urgent today. There will be 
no foreign exchange available in Germany and Austria for 
many years to come to pay for American journals. Not only 
have many research institutes been bombed out of existence, 
but a large number of the German and Austrian journals have 
ceased to be published. German medical scholars have heard 
vaguely of penicillin and about the thousands of other im- 
portant discoveries developed in the United States, but they 
have no access to the American scientific journals in which 
these are described and their clinical history is given. A 
similar situation exists with regard to agriculture, biology, 
chemistry, engineering, physics, and other fields. And fur- 
thermore, if the German people are to be educated in the ways 
of democracy, they must be given an opportunity to study its 
latest manifestations in the United States as they are revealed 
in the periodicals of this country. The Germans cannot be 
spoon-fed forever, but must be allowed to follow for them- 
selves the critical discussions which are going on here. 

In the course of the year Dr. Duggan has been in corre- 
spondence on our behalf with the Office of International In- 
formation and Cultural Affairs at the State Department, and 
the Secretary has established contact with a large number of 
other official and semi-official groups in Washington. The 
most important of these are : the Commission for International 
Educational Reconstruction, the Advisory Committee on Vol- 
untary Foreign Aid, the Committee on Aid to Libraries in 
the International Relations Office of the American Library 
Association, the American Book-Center for War-devastated 
Libraries, and the American Friends Service Committee. He 
has also corresponded with scholars and librarians in Ger- 
many and Austria and with members of the Office of Military 
Government. Communications with Germany and Austria 
were until recently extremely slow, and much valuable time 
was unavoidably lost. The consensus of all these agencies 
and individuals is that the need is pressing, that the plan is 
good, and should be carried out. A letter from a high gov- 
ernment official contained the words, “We believe such ma- 
terials would be of great significance.” Through the gen- 
erosity of Messrs. Lafrentz, Eggers, and Flender, the Com- 
mittee was given a fund for administrative and clerical ex- 
pense, so that all the sums collected can be pledged in their 
entirety for the purpose of the appeal. 
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Various other organizations are asking for books and pe- 
riodicals for the German people. The Committee does not 
propose to compete with them, but will turn over any ma- 
terial of this kind to a co-operating group. There are dozens 
of societies engaged in feeding the impoverished populations 
of the former enemy countries and millions of dollars are be- 
ing raised for that purpose. Intellectual starvation is equally 
insidious, though perhaps not so readily apparent. It can be 
relieved by the expenditure of smaller sums. 

At a special meeting of the Directors held on June 13th, 
the Committee was authorized to draft an appeal to the gen- 
eral public and to secure the signatures of prominent scholars, 
divines and men of affairs. The following statement was 
drawn up by the Committee and approved by the distin- 
guished men whose names are appended. The signers were 
chosen purposely from the non-German part of the American 
people to show that the Directors were not alone in their 
opinion as to the urgency of this work. 
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In the Interest of a Better Understanding 
of American Culture and Ideals in 
Germany and Austria 

The United States with the other Big Four nations has 
undertaken to place the ideals of democracy before the people 
of Germany and Austria. This aim can be accomplished 
only with the cooperation of the democratically-minded in- 
tellectual leaders in those countries. For nearly seven years 
they have been cut off from all contact with the rest of the 
world ; practically no American book or periodical has reached 
them since 1939. Accordingly one of the first steps in re- 
orientation should be the providing of important publications 
from which these leaders may derive a clearer understanding 
of the currents of American thought and theory and the most 
important results of American research in all fields of scien- 
tific endeavor. Germany and Austria cannot purchase for- 
eign publications because they have no foreign exchange 
available. The Russians and the British have already be- 
gun an intensive activity of this kind in their respective zones. 
It is our patriotic duty to bring to bear on the Germans and 
Austrians the productions of our intellectual effort and the 
attitudes of the American mind. The best immediate ap- 
proach will be the sending of scientific and other scholarly 
periodicals to the libraries of German and Austrian univer- 
sities and other academic institutes in so far as these are open 
to receive and use them. 

The Germanistic Society of America, which devoted a 
major part of its funds to a similar undertaking in the nine- 
teen-twenties, proposes to carry out this patriotic service in 
cooperation with various other groups. We believe that the 
names of the officers of this organization are a sufficient guar- 
antee that the funds collected will be expended wisely. The 
Society has set aside a sum to cover overhead expenses so 
that every cent contributed will be used in full for the pur- 
pose designated. We urge you to give generously to this 
worthwhile undertaking. 

Frank Aydelotte, Director, Institute for Advanced 

Study 

Isaiah Bowman, President, Johns Hopkins University 
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Henry Seidel Canby, Sometime Editor, Saturday Re- 
view of Literature 

Karl T. Compton, President, Massachusetts Institute 
of Technology 

Herbert Davis, President, Smith College 

William C. De Vane, Editor, Yale Review 

Stephen Duggan, Director Emeritus, Institute of In- 
ternational Education 

Sidney Bradshaw Fay, Professor Emeritus of His- 
tory, Harvard University 

Robert Herndon Fife, Professor Emeritus, Germanic 
Department, Columbia University 

Harry Emerson Fosdick, Professor Emeritus, Union 
Theological Seminary 

Robert Ignatius Gannon, President, Fordham Uni- 
versity 

Christian Gauss, Former Dean of Princeton College, 
Princeton University 

Frank Porter Graham, President, University of North 
Carolina 

Ross G. Harrison, Chairman, National Research Coun- 
cil 

Carlton J. H. Hayes, Sometime United States Am- 
bassador to Spain 

Hamilton Holt, President, Rollins College 

Calvin B. Hoover, Professor of Economics, Duke Uni- 
versity 

Rufus M. Jones, Honorary Chairman, American 
Friends Service Committee 

Ferdinand W. Lafrentz, Chairman of the Board 
American Surety Company 

Henry Smith Leiper, Executive Secretary, American 
Committee World Council of Churches 

G. Bromley Oxnam, Bishop, Methodist Episcopal 
Church 

David A. Robertson, President, Goucher College 

Guy E. Snavely, Executive Director, Association of 
American Colleges 

Franklin Bliss Snyder, President, Northwestern Uni- 
versity 

Henry St. George Tucker, Presiding Bishop, Protes- 
tant Episcopal Church 
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Raymond Walters, President, University of Cincinnati 
Herman B. Wells, President, University of Indiana 
Ray Lyman Wilbur, President Emeritus, Leland Stan- 
ford University 

Ernest H. Wilkins, President, Oberlin College 
Herman C. Kudlich 

It is the sad duty of the Secretary to report the death of 
one of our Vice-presidents, Herman C. Kudlich, on January 
7, 1946. Mr. Kudlich was born in Hoboken, N. J., on Feb- 
ruary 5, 1860, as the son of the famous Forty-eighter and 
champion of Austrian peasant emancipation, Hans Kudlich. 
His mother was the sister of Carl Vogt, a member of the 
revolutionary Frankfurt Parliament of 1848. From both 
sides then the son inherited the ideals of political liberty and 
of individual freedom. After having taken his degree at the 
Columbia Law School Kudlich established his office in New 
York and continued the practice of the law until a few years 
ago. In 1890 he married Miss Helen A. Zinsser, who sur- 
vives him. She is the daughter of another Forty-eighter. 
The very happily married couple had two daughters, Mrs. 
Basil Lermont and Mrs. William D. Fouguet. For a while 
the young lawyer served as the attorney of the Deutscher 
Rechtsschutzverein von New York which later expanded into 
the Legal Aid Society. This voluntary work as well as his 
intense interest in various reform movements for civic better- 
ment led to his appointment as magistrate in 1895, when the 
anti-Tammany fusion-candidate Mayor Strong was swept 
into office by an aroused citizenry. He continued in this posi- 
tion until 1899. For some time he was President of the 
Deutsche Gesellschaft von New York, which can boast of a 
distinguished line of presiding officers since the days of Gen- 
eral von Steuben. Pie was the last surviving founder-member 
of the Germanistic Society of America, established in 1904 
by Edward D. Adams, Carl Beck, Franz Boas, Abraham Ja- 
cobi, Willy Meyer, Herman Ridder, Carl Schurz, Edward 
Uhl, and Everett P. Wheeler. Through his unusual sagacity 
and legal expertness he proved of inestimable value to this 
Society in his capacity as Director, Vice-president, and as one 
of the auditors of its accounts. He was also one of the found- 
ers of the Steuben Society and since its inception wrote the 
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special column The W atch-toiver in The Steuben News. 
He was a man of a great range of knowledge and read omni- 
vorously, particularly in history and politics down to the 
daily issue of The Congressional Record. He wrote English 
with great precision and force, spoke German perfectly and 
French fluently. But Kudlich was not a one-sided book- 
worm. He loved Nature and indulged in rowing and moun- 
tain-climbing at an age when other men consider themselves 
too old for such strenuous exercise. He had a rare appreci- 
ation of music and was a performer of no mean talent on the 
viola. For years he rarely missed the weekly meeting of an 
amateur string-quartet of which he was a member. Above 
all he had an abiding affection for all that was best in German 
culture. In him one of the finest representatives of the old 
German-American tradition has gone to his well-deserved 
rest. 

Membership 

The amounts for the various forms of membership were 
fixed in 1904. Since then the Directors have gradually come 
to feel that these should be increased in accord with the de- 
cline in the purchasing power of the dollar. A compromise 
was finally arrived at by which the regular membership fee 
was left at $25., but a new class of sustaining members at $50. 
was created, and it was hoped that many of the present mem- 
bers would enter the higher class. Accordingly the following 
amendments were placed before the Society at a special meet- 
ing held on June 13 and were adopted unanimously. 

Amendment No. I 

Constitution, Article IV, Section 1 now reading : “The 
Society shall consist of members, life-members, patrons, 
and honorary members” to be changed to : “The Society 
shall consist of regular members, sustaining members, 
fellows, life members, patrons, and honorary members. 

Amendment No. II 

Constitution, Article IV, Section 2 now reading : “The 
contribution of two hundred and fifty dollars at one time 
shall entitle the person giving the same to be a Life 
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Member” to be changed to: “The contribution of five 
hundred dollars at one time shall entitle the person giv- 
ing the same to be a Life Member.” 

Amendment No. Ill 

By-laws, Article II, Dues, Section 1, now reading: 
“The annual dues of members shall be twenty-five dol- 
lars” to be changed to : “The annual dues of regular 
members shall be twenty-five dollars; those of sustain- 
ing members fifty dollars; and of fellows one hundred 
dollars. 

Since the last meeting 18 new members have applied for 
membership as regular members, two as life-members, and 
one as fellow. Two of our old members have become fellows 
and one a life-member. Special contributions have been re- 
ceived from Minna Dressier, Sisters Antonius Kennedy and 
Agnes Rita Lingl, Dr. P. J. Kessler, Helen Mustard, Adolf 
Scheurer, Max Kade, and Robert Tilly. 

Conclusion 

This calendar year has been largely a year of preparation, 
of watchful waiting for the rescinding of vexatious wartime 
regulations, of making detailed plans, of establishing official 
and professional contacts both here and abroad in long 
drawn-out and tedious correspondence, and of accumulating 
funds, as subscriptions have to be paid in advance for the en- 
tire year. This coming year ought to be one of the most 
fruitful periods in the history of the Germanistic Society. 
What is needed most is an increase in the membership. A 
good start has been made, but far more is needed. We count 
on the faithful members who have stood by the Society during 
all the depressing war years, to urge their friends and ac- 
quaintances to become members or at least make a contri- 
bution. The Committee for German and Austrian libraries 
estimates the minimum cost of periodical subscriptions at 
$5,000. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Frederick W. J. Heuser, 

Corresponding Secretary 
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REPORT FOR 1?53 

I. American Periodicals for German Libraries 

This emergency project which was begun in a modest way 
in 1947 with an expenditure of $4,758 reached its peak in 
1950, when $52,061.63 was spent for American publications. 
Since then the amounts used for this purpose have gradually 
been reduced, partly because no larger grants from outside 
sources were obtainable, partly because it was felt that the 
German libraries should slowly take over this expense, as 
economic conditions in the West-German Laender im- 
proved and dollar balances became more readily available. 
It is estimated that in 1953 the German libraries expended 
over $10,000 out of their own budgets for additional American 
subscriptions, while the Deutsche Forschungsgemeinschaft 
transferred $11,307.31 to the Germanistic Society account. 

In the McCloy Fund there was left over from the previous 
year the sum of $25,208.83 as a credit with CARE, and the 
Information Centers Service Division made a grant of $5,000, 
in part for the administration of this credit. The Max Kade 
Foundation again set aside $1,200 for the University Library 
in Tubingen and $800 for the Library of the Technische 
Hochschule in Stuttgart. Mr. Reisinger donated $500 for 
subscriptions to the Current Digest of the Soviet Press. Mr. 
Stiefel and Mr. Nortz gave $500 and $250 respectively for 
general use and Dr. Denig $100 for the University Library 
in Wurzburg. It has been the fixed policy of the Secretary 
not to make deductions from dues and gifts to cover over- 
head expenses. In carrying out this policy he has had the 
understanding support of the following donors : Mrs. Louise 
Bernegau, $110; Dr. Carl Eggers, $150; William Graf, $300; 
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John A. Kliegl, $250; F. W. Lafrentz, $100; Christian Seidel, 
$500; Walther A. Stiefel, $500; various other contributors, 
$135; TOTAL, $2,045. 

To insure the completion of the files of American periodicals 
in West-German libraries which the Germanistic Society had 
agreed to carry out, the Rockefeller Foundation in June of 
this year made a final grant of $9,000, thus raising its total 
awards to $78,000. As this foundation very rarely continues 
its support beyond the term of the original grant, no better 
proof could have been given of the significance of the work in 
which the Germanistic Society has been engaged since 1947. 

Since the emergency was no longer so urgent, the Directors 
of the Society voted at the annual meeting of 1952 that this 
activity would have to come to an end with December 31, 
1954, except in so far as donations warrant a continuation 
in special cases. The Treasurer now has on hand $2,161.14 
from the first installment of the Rockefeller Foundation Grant 
which with $4,500 still outstanding leaves a balance of 
$6,661.14. It is a pleasure also to report that the Kade 
Foundation has renewed for 1954 its grant of $2,000 for 
Tubingen and Stuttgart. The Corresponding Secretary is 
of course willing to administer other special gifts which may 
be made, and each member may reserve to himself the right 
to designate some project in Germany for which he wishes his 
dues to be used. However this particular project must be 
considered finished in the main and so it is perhaps in order 
to include here a final review of this activity. 

II. Final Review of the Assistance Given to 
West-German Libraries 

At the Annual Meeting of the Germanistic Society of 
America held on November 26, 1945, it was unanimously 
voted to accede to the urgent appeals from German research 
men to assist them in freeing themselves from the intellectual 
isolation of the war years. After consultation with various 
learned societies it was agreed that this purpose could most 
readily be attained by supplying the West-German libraries 
with the scientific and other scholarly periodicals in which 
the latest reports on the epoch-making investigations made by 
American scholars were presented. 
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This work may at first blush not sound very significant to 
the layman, but the following considerations may serve to 
explain its importance : research is now the basis of the social 
and economic progress of every civilized land. Nowhere else 
is this more true than in our own country. By 1945, research 
in the United States had reached the forefront in medicine, 
technology and the natural sciences, and even in the humani- 
ties its findings could no longer be ignored by the rest of the 
world. It is conservatively estimated that in 1952 more than 
three billion dollars was spent in the United States alone by 
government and private agencies in its support. Surely this 
vast sum would not have been spent just to keep a horde of 
professors happy in their ivory towers. 

It was therefore of the utmost importance that the German 
scholars be given the material they needed to save them from 
wasting their time over problems which had already been 
solved. It is not too much to say that the amazingly rapid 
progress in the reconstruction of the German economy and the 
startling improvement in civic well-being would not have been 
possible to the same extent without the timely aid rendered 
by the Germanistic Society. 

Another no less important aim was to satisfy the growing 
demand in Germany for a better understanding of American 
institutions, history and literature. The number of German 
docents giving their entire time to some phase of American 
culture has grown since 1947 from one to twelve, while the 
list of professors in English, history, economics and sociology 
offering at least one course of lectures on an American subject 
has increased by leaps and bounds. 

This very practical project of helping German research men 
inform themselves about the mainsprings of American life 
and about the amazing progress made in the United States 
in various aspects of science at once received the enthusiastic 
endorsement of the respective divisions of the Department of 
State, and soon also the generous financial support of the 
Rockefeller Foundation, the McCloy Fund, the Information 
Centers Service Division, and other foundations and in- 
dividual donors. 

The following statistics of sums handled by the Germanistic 
Society from November 20, 1946 to October 31, 1953 may 
accordingly be of some interest to our members. It will be 
noticed that $14,890.50 of the Rockefeller grant was used for 
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Austrian libraries, the inclusion of Austria being one of the 
conditions of the award. The sum of $6,500 was spent for 
fellowships to American graduate students for a year’s study 
in a German-speaking country. In passing, it might be said 
that since its inception in 1928, this fellowship was the only 
unrestricted stipend open to a student of an American college 
or university specializing in some aspect of German civiliza- 
tion. Its administration by the Institute of International 
Education insured the widest kind of publicity and a superior 
body of applicants, so that now almost one half of its former 
incumbents are of professorial rank. Because forty Fulbright 
awards became available for Austria in 1951 and eighty for 
Germany in 1953, while at least thirty tuition-fellowships were 
offered by German universities for American students it did 
not seem necessary to offer the Germanistic Society Fellow- 
ship for the time being. The time will come to offer it again 
when the Fulbright funds have been exhausted. The sum 
of $3,000 was appropriated for the increase of the Deutsches 
Haus library. For amounts aggregating $40,950.00 the Ger- 
manistic Society simply acted as a transmission agency, be- 
cause by this procedure the donors could not only deduct the 
respective sums on their Federal Income Tax return, but 
also in some instances avail themselves of the use of blocked 
marks with an average saving of sixty per cent. The amounts 
expended by the Germanistic Society during the six years 
were $354,280.85, of which $262,194.79 was used solely for 
the benefit of West-German libraries. 

The operating expenses for clerical and other assistance, 
postage, stationary and miscellaneous items were $24,745.57, 
or less than seven percent. This expenditure was more than 
offset by special discounts in excess of $26,000 allowed by 
the publishers. This unusual showing would not have been 
possible if the Society had had to pay rental to the Deutsches 
Haus for office space and if its officers had received any 
emolument. The Deutsches Haus Secretary, whose salary 
is paid by Columbia University, also gave a large share of 
her time to this work. 

It may finally be worthwhile recording that because of the 
privilege granted to this Society to make use of the Army 
Post Office facilities, it was enabled to send to Frankfurt 
over two tons of highly useful printed material to be dis- 
tributed from there free of charge, at a cost of about one 
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cent per pound instead of the sixteen cents ordinarily charged. 
One large shipment addressed to the Germanic Seminar in 
Wurzburg consisted of the best working library on Ger- 
manic philology in the possession of an American scholar. 
It was bequeathed to the Germanistic Society by Mr. Edward 
F. Wilkens in memory of his brother Frederick W. Wilkens, 
long a professor at New York University. The other ship- 
ments were composed of valuable medical, engineering and 
theological journals, the gifts of Dr. Reimann, Mr. Max Kade 
and Professor Rockwell respectively. 

III. Statistics of Sums Handled by the 
Germanistic Society 

From November 20, 1946 to October 31, 1953 

GRANTS AND GENERAL CONTRIBUTIONS 


Balance from fiscal year 1945-1946 $ 3,449.95 

Grants from Rockefeller Foundation (addi- 
tional credit of $4,500 to be transferred 

when needed) 73,500.00 

McCloy Fund 138,893.78 

Information Centers Service 10,000.00 

Deutsche Forschungsgemeinschaft 18,723.70 

Membership dues 11,805.00 


Special Expense Fund (chief contributors : 

Mrs. Bernegau, Gerdau and Koempel; 

Messrs. Eggers, Graf, Lafrentz, Nortz, 

Seidel, and particularly Mr. Stiefel) .... 7,043.24 

$263,415.67 

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR SPECIAL LIBRARIES 
OR JOURNALS 


From Rudolf Denig (for Wurzburg) ........ 1,000.00 

Henry Janssen Foundation (for Heidel- 
berg) 4,500.00 

Max Kade Foundation (for Stuttgart 

and Tubingen) 13,723.75 

Paul Nortz (for Karlsruhe) 3,000.00 

George W. Merck (mainly for Darm- 
stadt) 4,196.58 

Oberlaender Trust (for 7 libraries) 6,000.00 

(for Biological Ab- 
stracts) ....... 1,800.00 

Curt H. Reisinger (for Current Digest 

of the Soviet Press) 950.00 

Wyomissing Foundation (for Heidel- 
berg) 4,500.00 
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$ 39,670.33 


OTHER CONTRIBUTIONS AND 
INCOME FROM ENDOW- 
MENT $ 12,220.31 

MANDATORY TRANSFERS OF SPECIAL GIFTS 

For: Pharmaceutical Institute, Tubingen 2,500.00 

Schoolhouse in Oberfranken 40,000.00 

Old people’s home in Liineburg 250.00 

Two research scholars 200.00 


$ 42,950.00 


GRAND TOTAL OF ASSETS $358,256.31 

EXPENDITURES 

For : American periodicals to West-German 

libraries $254,676.42 

to Austrian libraries 13,406.85 

American medical books to West-German 

libraries 7,516.36 

to Austrian libraries 1,483.65 

Fellowships for American graduate stu- 
dents for a year’s study in a German- 
speaking country 6,500.00 

Increase of Deutsches Haus Library . . 3,000.00 

Various special donations transmitted . . 42,950.00 

Operating expenses 24,745.57 


$354,278.85 


BALANCE ON HAND AS OF OCTOBER 

31, 1953 $ 3,977.46 


IV. THE DEUTSCHES HAUS 

At the annual meeting held on November 24, 1952 it was 
decided that after the periodical projects has been completed 
one of the main objects of the Germanistic Society shall be 
the development of the Deutsches Haus into a full-fledged 
German Information Center and the expansion of its library 
into one of the best-equipped special collections on Modern 
Germany to be found anywhere in the United States. It 
should therefore be of interest to our members to give a state- 
ment of its purpose as envisaged by its founder as well as of 
its activities down to the present day. 

A. Founding of the Deutsches Haus 

The Deutsches Haus was established in 1911 as the gift 
of Edward D. Adams, at that time Representative of the 
Deutsche Bank in New York and well known as an engineer- 
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ing expert who developed electric power at Niagara Falls. 
After considerable reflection Mr. Adams decided to attach 
the Haus to Columbia University to emphasize its strictly 
American, cultural and non-political character and also to 
avoid the factional strife which often marred the effectiveness 
of small institutes governed by a body of self-perpetuating 
trustees. He was then President of the Germanistic Society 
of America and so the Deutsches Haus quite naturally became 
the home of the Society. This situation has continued since 
that time and has placed the Society in the fortunate position 
of having to pay no office-rental and little for clerical assist- 
ance. In fact, since 1947, the Secretary of the Haus has 
received her entire salary from Columbia University, while 
attending to much of the Society’s correspondence. 

B. Functions of the Deutsches Haus 

The original conception of the Deutsches Haus was 1) an 
information center for Americans, 2) an information bureau 
for German academic visitors, 3) an up-to-date library on 
Modern Germany. 

These functions have been adhered to down to the present 
time so far as the interruptions of two World Wars made this 
continuity possible. As things are now, the following activ- 
ities are carried on : 

1) Information about Germany for Americans: 

There is scarcely a day when your secretary is not asked 
some question by letter or by telephone about things German. 
Some instances picked out at random are: A great weekly 
journal or some publisher wishes to know whether a German 
quotation is correctly worded or spelt; what the first name 
of some prominent German is; what the dates are of some 
historical personage; whether some author or statesman is 
still alive, etc. Or a student calls or writes about conditions 
of admission at a German University or about the university 
where he will find the most distinguished professors in his 
specialty ; or about the city in which is located the best library 
collection in his chosen field. The Haus now receives regu- 
larly the lecture announcements of every university and tech- 
nical school in Western Germany and keeps a list of German 
correspondents to whom inquiries may be referred. 
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2) Information for German Academic Visitors: 

Since 1948, when the first great wave of German visitors 
again arrived in this country, your secretary has seen hun- 
dreds of professors, librarians, students, government officials, 
and technical and medical experts, to each of whom he has 
given advice or if need be letters of introduction to scholars 
and government agencies in New York, Washington and 
elsewhere. The fact that Columbia University contains within 
itself most schools of higher learing or is affiliated with them 
gives the Deutsches Haus a unique position for usefulness. 
The only thing that the Haus cannot do is to facilitate 
entrance permits or visas ; nor can it as a routine matter find 
positions for immigrant Germans or assist the financially 
indigent. 

3) Library on Modern Germany: 

The policy of the Deutsches Haus has been from the begin- 
ning to have on its shelves, besides the most important books 
of reference, only the latest works dealing with modern Ger- 
man culture in all its ramifications, i.e., literature, art, music, 
philosophy, history and politics. Accordingly, as soon as a 
book is no longer authoritative in its information it is trans- 
ferred to some other library, thus making room for more 
recent accessions. The ground was laid by the first Director 
of the Haus, Professor Rudolf Tombo, Jr., who up to 1914 
brought together about 4,000 volumes. Very few of these 
books, naturally, remain. The bulk of the present collection 
dates from the years 1930-1937, when through the mediation 
of the Buchhandlerborsenverein in Leipzig the Haus received 
as gifts from German publishers about 2,000 volumes an- 
nually. In return for these publications, the Haus issued an 
annual annotated bibliography, Bulletin of Recent German 
Books, of which fifteen hundred copies were sent free to 
libraries and individuals that had taken the trouble to ask for 
it. Because of the high cost of printing at the present time, 
this arrangement is no longer feasible, even if the German 
publishers were willing to resume it. Instead of that, the 
Germanistic Society during the last years has contributed 
$3,000 for the increase of the Haus collection. This service 
should be continued, particularly as the Library is not re- 
stricted to professors and students but is open to the general 
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public and all members of the Germanistic Society are cor- 
dially invited to come and browse among its books. The 
Secretary will also be glad to advise interested readers in any 
part of the United States on recent publications in any par- 
ticular field and make these accessible through Interlibrary 
Loan, so far as they have been acquired by the Deutsches 
Haus. 

C. Summary 

' The foregoing analysis has shown that the Deutsches Haus 

is administered not simply as an adjunct of Columbia Uni- 
versity but that it is in the broadest sense of the term a 
general center for American and German cultural relations, 
performing a public service which reaches far beyond the 
confines of the university and covers in its range the whole 
United States ; it well merits the interest the Directors of the 
Germanistic Society are now bestowing upon it. Since New 
York is the port of entry where ninety-nine percent of all 
Germans land and from which most American embark, it 
is the logical site for an institute such as has been described 
above. It therefore deserves the good will and support of all 
those who are desirous of again making the cultural relations 
between the two countries more friendly and more intimate. 
The present director is Professor Carl F. Bayerschmidt, 
Chairman of the Columbia German Department; the under- 
signed is the officer of the Germanistic Society who presides 
over its office at the Haus and who keeps up- the liaison 
between it and the Society. 

V. In Memoriam 

It is the sad duty of the Secretary to report the loss through 
death of one of our Directors, Julius A. Bewer, who departed 
this life on August 31, 1953. 

Professor Bewer was born in Ratingen, Germany on August 
28, 1877, as the son of Julius and Lina Bewer, nee Hevendehl. 
After having graduated from the humanistic Gymnasium in 
, Diisseldorf in 1895 1 he came to this country and registered 

at Union Theological Seminary in New York, receiving the 
degree of Bachelor of Divinity in 1898. Two years later 
‘ he took the degree of Ph.D. in Semitic Languages at Columbia 

University. Pie also studied at the universities of Basel, 
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Halle, and Berlin. From 1902 to 1904 he was Professor at 
the Oberlin Theological Seminary, returning from there to his 
alma mater in 1904 and ultimately holding there the Daven- 
port Professorship of Hebrew and Cognate Languages until 
he became emeritus in 1945. In 1906 he was ordained in the 
Congregational Ministry ; in 1922 he was elected as an honor- 
ary member by the University of Gottingen. During the last 
eighteen years of his life he was an active member of the 
Committee of Review of the American Standard Bible. He 
published a number of learned commentaries on various 
books of the Old Testament both in German and in English. 
His most widely heralded book was The Literature of the Old 
Testament in its Historical Development. In 1929 he married 
Miss Hella Schmidt von Knobelsdorf. Their son Henry 
Julius served as an officer in the paratroop division of the 
American Army in Korea and is now a student in Columbia 
College. Dr. Bewer became a member of the Germanistic 
Society in 1921, a Director in 1923 and a Vice President in 
1947. His fellow-Directors respected him as a man of 
genuine piety and as a scholar of international reputation. 
They will miss his wise and unbiased counsel and his en- 
thusiastic interest in the work of the Society. 

VI. Conclusion 

The Germanistic Society once had 218 members in good 
standing. World War I shook it to its very foundations and 
a motion to disband the Society was passed in May, 1918. 
This vote was rescinded six months later through the efforts 
of Franz Boas and Oswald Garrison Villard and activities 
were simply suspended. These were resumed in 1920 and the 
membership slowly increased to 160 when the coming to 
power in Germany of the National-Socialist party nearly 
ended the existence of the Society and timid souls again talked 
of dissolution. Only a handful of members remained. 
Largely through the insistence of Ferdinand W. Lafrentz, 
Stephen Duggan, and a few other stalwart directors the 
Society was kept going right through World War II. On 
the other hand, the relatively few loyal friends have made 
contributions to such an extent that the income of the Society 
was as large in 1953 as it was in the period of its greatest 
prosperity. Still what is most urgently needed is more new 
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members and many of them if the Society is to carry out the 
aims for which it was founded. We appeal to our faithful 
supporters to make the work done by the Society known 
among their friends and acquaintances and to urge them also 
to become members. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Frederick W. J. Heuser 

Corresponding Secretary 
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REPORT FOR 1956 

American Periodicals for German Libraries 

With the expenditure of a balance left in the Rockefeller 
Foundation grant of $1990.10 the large-scale assistance to 
German scientific libraries has come to a definitive end. A 
review of this activity from its inception in 1945 to its con- 
clusion on December 31, 1955 may therefore be of interest to 
the members of the Germanistic Society. 

Soon after the armistice was signed in April of 1945 there 
came numerous requests to our office via neutral countries 
from German scholars begging us to supply them with the latest 
American literature in their respective fields. For six long 
years they had been cut off through the blockade and through 
the perverted isolationism of the Nazi leaders from contact 
with their colleagues in the United States. Their own labora- 
tories had been bombed out to a large extent and they despaired 
of ever catching up with the findings of American research. 
They had vaguely heard of the astounding advances made in 
this country in agriculture, chemistry, medicine, physics and 
technology and felt that unless they received the learned 
journals in which these investigations were described, they 
could not profitably resume their own research without running 
the risk of wasting precious time on problems which had already 
been solved on this side of the Atlantic. 

During the remainder of the year 1945 little could be done. 
The fighting had come to an end, but neither mail nor money, 
neither food nor clothing could be sent to individual Germans. 
The official ruling was that all organizations were forbidden to 
collect food, clothing or money for Germany and that they 
would be subject to discipline under the trading-with-the- 
cnemy act if they proceeded with plans of that nature. 
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Despite this very unauspicous situation, it was voted at the 
Annual Meeting of the Society held on November 26, 1945 
that the Germanistic Society make it its foremost concern to 
supply the most important scientific and other scholarly journals 
to the university and technical libraries in Western Germany. 
This proposal met with the enthusiastic approval of the members 
and a committee consisting of Professors Duggan, Fife and 
Heuser was appointed to devise a practical plan for carrying it 
out. At a special meeting called on June 1 3, 1946 the Committee 
was empowered by the Board of Directors to proceed with the 
program as submitted by them. In a short time the Committee 
had secured the signatures of thirty prominent scholars, uni- 
versity presidents and church dignitaries, most of whom were of 
non-German extraction. 

It is now almost impossible to envisage the difficulties which 
were encountered during most of the year 1946. No peace- 
treaty had been signed and all kinds of restrictions with regard 
to dealings with the former enemy countries were still in force. 
All printed matter was barred from the British, French and 
Russian Zones and first-class mail to all zones often took 
months in transit. However, gradually encouragement came 
from various unexpected sources such as: The Commission for 
International Educational Reconstruction, the Advisory Com- 
mittee on Voluntary Foreign Aid, the American Book Center 
for War-Devastated Libraries, the American Friends Service 
Committee and above all from the Chief of the Civil Affairs 
Division of the War Department and the chiefs of its sub- 
sidiaries: The Reorientation Branch and the Instructional and 
Cultural Materials Section. At the Annual Meeting held on 
November 25, 1946 all that could be done was to outline further 
plans and prospects. Under a special grant no longer operative, 
the American Library Association had collected a large number 
of sets of about 300 periodicals covering the years 1940-1946 
which were to be distributed to libraries in the allied and neutral 
countries. In the winter of 1946 the Library Association dis- 
covered that it still had on hand four more or less complete 
unassigned sets, and so its special committee decided to give 
these to the university libraries in Heidelberg, Berlin, Gottingen 
and Tubingen, but no provision was made to continue the 
subscriptions in 1947. The Germanistic Society Committee 
felt that it could do nothing better at the outset than to take over 
the renewals of most of these publications, thus placing one 
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set in each of the four zones. As there were only 36 different 
periodicals available for Tubingen, the Max Kade Foundation 
of New York donated $ 1 ,200 for this library, so that 200 journals 
could be ordered. The same foundation also gave $500 for the 
Technische Hochschule in Stuttgart, Mr. George Merck con- 
tributed $500 for Darmstadt and Mr. Paul Nortz $1,000 for 
Karlsruhe. On the basis of two more unassigned sets allotted 
by the Library Association, 56 subscriptions were given to the 
Universitats-bibliothek and 29 to the Technische Hochschule 
in Vienna. 

Impressed by this promising beginning the Rockefeller 
Foundation on January 28, 1948 made a grant of $20,000 
annually for three years to be expended for periodicals and of 
$9,000 to be used for medical books. According to the conditions 
of this grant, the annual appropriation was to be divided equally 
among the twelve university libraries not yet provided for, and 
for three Austrian university libraries: Graz, Innsbruck and 
Vienna. The needs of the libraries of the technical universities 
and of Gottingen, Heidelberg and Tubingen were to be supplied 
from other sources. Besides the individual donors mentioned 
before who renewed their gifts or increased them, the Henry 
Janssen Foundation and the Wyomissing Foundation of Reading, 
Pa., each allocated to our Treasury $1,000 for Heidelberg, in 
recognition of the honorary citizenship which this university 
had conferred upon Messrs. Janssen and Thun in 1929. Mr. 
G. W. Merck also gave $500 for the Technische Hochschule 
in Aachen and in Hanover and Dr. Rudolf Denig $500 for 
Wurzburg. 

Through the mediation of Dr. D’Arms of the Rockefeller 
Foundation and of Dr. Moe of the Guggenheim Foundation the 
Institute of International Education received a grant from the 
Oberlaender Trust enabling me to make a survey of the condi- 
tions existing in German research libraries. During the months 
of September and October of 1948 I visited all the university 
and technical libraries in Western Germany. A detailed report 
on my findings was issued by the Institute of International 
Education in the Spring of 1949. 

I had received most encouraging assistance from the Educa- 
tional Officers of the Military Governments of the United 
States and of Great Britain while I was in Germany, and the 
impressions gathered on this trip helped greatly in improving 
still further the service rendered by the Germanistic Society. 
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During 1948 all of the university libraries in Germany and 
Austria received the same subscriptions from the Rockefeller 
award. On the basis of the information gathered on my tour of 
investigation it was decided to allow each library a choice of 
any 200 titles from a list of over 500. In that way all of the 500 
periodicals found their way to Germany and to Austria in from 
one to 2 3 issues, thus greatly complicating the task of our office 
but at the same time facilitating the work of German and 
Austrian scholars who now could draw on a much larger 
selection. The very efficient system of interlibrary loans which 
had again been instituted enabled scholars in one university to 
borrow publications from another. 

As early as January 29, 1947 General Daniel Noce, Chief 
Civil Affairs Division of the Army, had written us: “The 
interest of your society in again making available to German 
readers the fruits of American research is deeply appreciated,” 
and on November 12 of the same year Brigadier-General E. E. 
Hume stated that “I am pleased that your admirable project of 
supplying periodicals is proceeding so satisfactorily.” Three 
weeks later he expressed his “sincere appreciation and best 
wishes ... to the Germanistic Society for its efforts devoted 
to this worthy project.” By 1949 when the Civil Affairs Division 
of the Army was transferred to the Department of State the 
expressions of appreciation of our work by governmental 
agencies multiplied, and I was requested in August 1950 to go 
to Germany for three months as an educational specialist to 
make another and more intensive survey of the conditions pre- 
vailing in West-German libraries. A preliminary report on my 
observations was issued by the American Information Centers 
Branch and most of the recommendations made in it were 
adopted by the respective sections of the High Commissioner’s 
Office in Germany. There had previously been extended discus- 
sions with the Department of State concerning a large grant 
to further this project. The report finally induced the Overseas 
Information Centers Division to arrange a grant of $75,726.00 
which became available in January 1951. With admirable 
foresight the Oberlaender Trust had in 1940 decided to set 
aside for European libraries 23 subscriptions to the very 
expensive Biological Abstracts. As a part of the subscriptions 
was originally made for institutions in countries later under 
Communist control we were asked to revise the list and so all 
the 23 sets were sent to West-German and Austrian libraries. 
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In 1950 we were requested to do the ordering for the Trust in 
return for a grant of $800, which was increased to If 1,000 the 
following year. The Oberlaender Trust also contributed $2,000 
to provide periodicals for the Technischc Hochschule in Braun- 
schweig, the Hochschule fur Landwirtschaft und Veterinar- 
medizin in Giessen, the Seminar fiir Volkerrecht in Gottingen, 
the Landwirtschaftliche Hochschule in Hohenheim, the In- 
stitut fiir Milchwirtschaft in Kiel, and the Wirtschaftlich- 
wissenschaftliche Hochschule in Mannheim. In 1950 the 
Rockefeller Foundation extended its grant for two more years, 
the reduction in income being taken care of by the government 
grant referred to above which also allowed us to supply older 
numbers and volumes from 1940 on. In July 1951 the Library 
Service Agency was responsible for a credit to the Society of 
$35,000 with CARE which thus became the disbursing agent 
and relieved our Treasurer of a mass of tedious and time- 
consuming bookkeeping. A direct grant of $5,000 for clerical 
assistance was also made. In 1952 an additional credit was 
granted bringing the total at the expiration date of April 1954 
up to $64,752.27. The grant for administration was also re- 
newed. Our office was reimbursed by the Forschungsgemein- 
schaft der dcutschen Wissenschaft to the extent of $11,307.31 
for subscriptions that exceeded our budget allowance. 

Up to 1953 there had been contributed the following sums 
by various donors: $900 by Mr. Curt Reisingcr for subscriptions 
to The Current Digest of the Soviet Press, $1,000 by Dr. 
Rudolf Denig for the university library in Wurzburg, $3,000 
by Mr. Nortz for Karlsruhe, $4,196.58 mainly for Darmstadt 
by Mr. Merck, $6,000 for seven libraries and $1,800 for 
Biological Abstracts by the Oberlaender Trust, $13,723.75 for 
Stuttgart and Tubingen by the Max Kade Foundation, $9,000 
for Heidelberg by the Wyomissing Foundation and the Flenry 
Janssen Foundation. 

Most of these gifts were discontinued in 1954 on the ground 
that the German states should now be able to support their own 
libraries. In July 1953 the Rockefeller Foundation very excep- 
tionally made a grant of $9,000 to expire on December 31, 1955 
to enable this Society to complete from 1939 on the sets of 
periodicals to which it had subscribed. In this way hundreds of 
sets were completed, so that at least one set can be found in 
some West-German Library. With the support of the For- 
schungsgemeinschaft most of the libraries have been able to 
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keep up the subscriptions started by the Society. As a result 
Western Germany has a more complete collection of American 
scholarly journals than any other country on the European 
continent. What the effect of this service has been can scarcely 
be overestimated. It has not only placed the German research 
men au courant of the latest American investigations, but it 
has also restored the feeling of confraternity and a common 
bond which used to characterize international scholarship before 
World War II. The ready availability of all this American 
material has also been a great stimulus to the expansion of an 
interest in American history, literature and institutions, so that 
now there are a number of professorships on American civiliza- 
tion and dozens of lectorships on American language and litera- 
ture which had not existed before. There never has been a 
time in Western Germany when public interest in things 
American has been so great and it is steadily growing. 

From 1953 on the Germanistic Society has supplied only 
older numbers of periodicals except for those current issues 
which could be bought for Tubingen and Stuttgart through 
grants of $1,200 each from the Max Kade Foundation. 

The University of Erlangen, which still has the lowest 
library budget in Germany was allowed $300 for two years 
from a special donation made by Mr. E. E. Flender. Last year 
an appropriation of $ 1 ,000 was made by the Germanistic Society 
for older periodicals to be furnished to German libraries at the 
discretion of the President. Up to the end of the fiscal year on 
October 31, 1956 no bills had been received which shows how 
thoroughly our office has ransacked the stocks of second-hand 
dealers in this material. While the German libraries are now 
for the most part in a position to supply their most pressing 
needs from their own funds there is not one that has the same 
income in purchasing power which it had before the outbreak 
of World War II. The need for further assistance does exist 
and the Max Kade Foundation has already taken cognizance 
of this situation by renewing its grant of $1,200 for Stuttgart 
for 1957 and allowing the sum of $2,000 for Tubingen. This 
generous gesture should encourage other members to make a 
similar grant to some library in the towns from which they or 
their forebears have come. Since 1946 and up to the end of this 
fiscal year this Society has expended in all for American periodi- 
cals for German libraries a grand total of more than $250,000. 
The overhead expenditure amounted to less than 10% of the 
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total. It was more than offset by the very special discounts 
granted by the publishers averaging more than 10%. Without 
this service not a single American journal would have found its 
way into a German library while the restrictions on dollar 
exchange were in force. The economic and social well-being 
of a nation depends more and more on scientific research as is 
shown by the fact that in these United States government and 
private agencies spend over 3 billion dollars annually. The 
recovery of Western Germany would have been seriously re- 
tarded without the timely aid thus given. 

The Germanistic Society 

AND THE ScHWAIBOLD FELLOWSHIPS 

The Germanistic Society Fellowship was established in 1926. 
At the time it was the only stipend of its kind for study in a 
German-speaking country which was open without restrictions 
to any graduate of an American College or University. From 
the beginning it enjoyed the active cooperation of the Institute of 
International Education which placed its farflung national and 
international organization at our disposal. In this way the 
advertising and administration of the Fellowship was taken over 
by the Institute without any expense to the Society, thus assur- 
ing nation-wide publicity and the choice of the best possible 
candidate. Accordingly, most of our Fellows were of superior 
qualifications and the majority of the older ones are now in 
positions of importance at first-class colleges and universities. 

This year the incumbent finally chosen was Mr. H. P. 
Schloss, a graduate student at Harvard University who was 
most highly endorsed by his professors. The alternate, who had 
an almost equally distinguished record, was Mr. Peter B. 
Gontrum, A. B. Princeton and a graduate student at the same 
university. When in the month of April Mr. Edgar Schwaibold, 
one of our members, established another fellowship of $1,200, 
Professors Jackson and Heuser as representatives of the Institute 
selected Mr. Gontrum, who is now a student at the University 
of Munich. Mr. Schloss has matriculated in Gottingen where 
he has the advantage of working with perhaps the most dis- 
tinguished professor of German literature, Dr. Wolfgang 
Kayser. There is nothing as important for a young prospective 
teacher of German as residence in Germany and an opportunity 
to become acquainted with the country and its people under 
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favorable circumstances which allow not only comfortable 
quarters in a university town, but also funds for theater and 
opera and for travel. Mr. Schwaibold has already agreed not 
only to renew the Fellowship for 1957 but also to increase the 
emolument to $1,500 since the Department of State no longer 
allows the supplementary Fulbright travel grant to American 
students. A student thus needs an additional sum of nearly 
$400 for his transportation to and from Germany. Tor 1957-58 
both Fellowships will be listed in the Institute booklet which 
goes to over 50,000 addresses on this side of the Atlantic. There 
is no finer monument that a prospective donor can erect for 
himself than the establishment of such a fellowship. 

The Deutsches Haus 

Now that the most pressing needs of German libraries are 
being taken care of by the various Lander and by German 
industry, the Deutsches Haus in New York has again become an 
important concern of our organization. It was the gift to 
Columbia University of Mr. Edward Dean Adams, repre- 
sentative of the Deutsche Bank in New York and famous as an 
engineering expert who initiated the production of electric 
power at Niagara Falls. He was at the time President of the 
Germanistic Society and so the Deutsches Haus naturally 
became the Society’s home. Its close connection with the uni- 
versity has been of mutual advantage: The university provides 
office space, heat, light and cleaning and pays the salary of the 
Haus Secretary who also attends to much of the correspondence 
of the Society. The charge for extra clerical work during the 
fiscal year 1956 was only $277. In return for this service the 
Society is building up at the Deutsches Haus a first class special 
library on modern Germany which has already become one of 
the best-appointed collections in this field in the United States. 
It is open not only to university students and docents but also to 
outsiders who can properly identify themselves. It also loans 
books to readers from other cities through interlibrary loan. 
One of the most promising innovations introduced this year 
has been a printed booklist published periodically and giving- 
detailed information on the contents and the author of every 
important volume acquired by the Haus. In April a list dealing 
with books on German History and Politics was issued; in 
September one on Encyclopedias, Dictionaries and other books 
of reference. A third list on books devoted to the history of 
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German Literature is about to go to the printer. A fourth list 
will deal with works on Art, Music, Philosophy and Religion. 
The first list was sent to 4,000 addresses, and nearly 1,000 
persons asked to be placed on the regular mailing list. As these 
requests came largely from college and university librarians 
and from professors of Modern European History and of 
German, it can readily be seen how much this activity will 
contribute to a greater demand for worthwhile German books. 
Comments such as “a wonderful idea,” “a useful service,” 
“particularly informative,” “extremely helpful,” “we are 
ordering many of the books for our library,” prove that the 
lists serve a very practical purpose and should do much to 
increase the interest in Modern German civilization in our 
universities and colleges. 

The Deutsches Haus also serves as an academic information 
center. It has on its shelves a complete file of the lecture an- 
nouncements of all the West-German universities and technical 
schools which are frequently consulted by American students 
contemplating attending a German institution of higher learning. 
It also gives information to German visitors and correspondents 
about American educational institutions as well as letters of 
introduction to German scholars who wish to become acquainted 
with American colleagues in their particular fields. 

Gradually the Haus has become known as a reference library 
where information on various aspects of modern German civi- 
lization may be obtained. There is scarcely a day when some 
magazine, newspaper or private investigator does not call up 
to ascertain some fact or other, as for example: the full name, 
place and date of birth of some prominent contemporary German 
statesman, scholar or writer; the best book in which material 
on some German subject can be found; the correct text and 
source of some wellknown quotation, etc. The questions are 
cheerfully answered so far as the Curator of the Library can 
answer them by drawing on his own knowledge or by consulting 
the reference books at his command. 

In Memoriam Dr. Carl Eggers 

It is my sad duty to report the death of one of our oldest 
members who was for many years a Director and Vice-President 
of the Society, Dr. Carl Eggers. 

Dr. Eggers was born in Oldenburg, Germany, March 14, 
1879 and came to this country in 1895. After attending evening 


classes for a number of years, he was admitted to the College 
ol Physicians and Surgeons of Columbia University from which 
he graduated in 1907. The two following years were spent in 
an internship at what was then known as the German Hospital, 
now called Lenox Hill Hospital. He finally became Chief 
Clinical Surgeon at this hospital and served in that capacity 
until his retirement in 1948. He was also at various times 
Consulting Surgeon at the Stuyvesant Place Hospital, the New 
York Post Graduate Hospital, St. Vincent’s Hospital, Lawrence 
Hospital in Bronxville and for twenty years Attending Surgeon 
at the New York Skin and Cancer Hospital. For a number of 
years he acted as Clinical Professor of Surgery at Columbia 
University and at New York University. During World War I 
he was a Sanitary Officer in the American Expeditionary Force 
and later was attached to the Surgeon General’s Office, finally 
reaching the rank of Lieutenant Colonel. While a member of 
the Empyema Commission in this war he became deeply in- 
terested in surgery of the chest and soon was hailed as an 
authority in this most advanced branch of surgical technique. 
He was one of the founders of the American Board of Surgery 
and the Board of Thoracic Surgery and published many scholarly 
papers in this and other fields. In 1935/1936 he served as 
President of the American Association of Thoracic Surgery. 
The Alumni Association of the College of Physicians and 
Surgeons gave due recognition to his distinguished service 
by awarding him the Alumni Medal in 1946. 

He was married to Mrs. Caroline Bolter (nee Henes) who 
survives him. It was a very harmonious marriage and Mrs. 
Egger’s sons by her first marriage looked upon Dr. Eggers as 
their father. Both Dr. Eggers and Mrs. Eggers were profoundly 
interested in the development of Lenox Hill Hospital and of 
the Isabella Home and gave much of their time and substance 
to the support of these two foundations. Dr. Eggers was known 
for his sympathetic interest in all of his patients and the Holy 
Trinity Lutheran Church at Central Park West and 66th Street 
from which he was buried on October 27 was thronged with 
grateful men and women whose lives he had saved and many of 
whom he had attended without a fee. He became a member of 
the Society in 1924, a Director in 1926 and a Vice-President in 
1934. He was keenly interested in all the activities in which 
the Germanistic Society was engaged throughout his continu- 
ance in office and was a generous contributor to its various funds. 
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For some years he regularly took over the expenses of the 
receptions given to prominent guests of the Society and he was 
one of the chief supporters of the Germanic Review. In the storm 
and stress of the war years he remained a steadfast and fearless 
defender of the cultural ideals which the Germanistic Society 
had chosen to support and he was most insistent that the work 
of the Society should continue. He won the admiration and 
friendship of the other Directors by his kindly manner and his 
cheerful disposition and by the fine critical insight he showed 
in the problems that confronted them. A great and good man has 
gone to his well-deserved rest. 

Lectures and Receptions 

While the chief concern of the Germanistic Society is 
national and international, an occasional lecture is offered to 
the members residing in and near Greater New York. In October 
the well-known German actor and regisseur Paul Mederow 
gave a spirited reading of extracts from both parts of Goethe’s 
Faust before an appreciative audience of nearly 200. On 
November 19 a reception was tendered to the Consul General 
of the Federal German Republic, Dr. Adolph Reifferscheidt and 
Mrs. Reifferscheidt. Mrs. Bertha Koempel has very generously 
agreed to take the place of Dr. Eggers in providing the necessary 
funds for such entertainments. 

Special Expense Fund 

For many years public-spirited members have made con- 
tributions to a special expense fund so that all dues and other 
contributions may be used for the purpose designated by the 
donor without any overhead deductions. In the year under 
review Dr. Eggers gave $150 and Mr. Walther A. Stiefcl 
1 1,000. Mrs. Bertha Koempel contributed $623 for the purchase 
of a new carpet in the Deutsches Haus. 

Conclusion 

The Germanistic Society has gone through a number of 
vicissitudes in the last forty years. If it had not been for the 
devoted efforts of Franz Boas and Oswald Garrison Villard 
it would not have survived World War I. The coming into 
power of the Hitler group in Germany and the Second World 
War reduced its numbers to a few dozen. The 'membership has 




grown again, but it certainly should be larger than it is now. 
The record for disinterested service and for economical ad- 
ministration of its funds deserves the active support of all those 
who are interested in things German. The regular dues of $25 
have not been increased since the Society was founded in 1908, 
though their purchasing power is scarcely one fourth of what 
it was then. Those who are able should become fellows at 
$100 or at least sustaining members at $50 and every member 
is urged to interest his friends and acquaintances or to send our 
Secretary the names and addresses of people to whom we might 
appeal. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Frederick W. J. Heuser 

President 

Read and approved at Annual Meeting 
November 26, 1956. 
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FORMULA FOR GIFTS AND BEQUESTS 


I hereby to the Germanistic Society of America, 

Inc., 423 West 117th Street, New York 27, N. Y., the sum 


l 


of : 


Signed 


The Treasury Department has ruled that gifts to the Ger- 
manistic Society of America, Inc., are deductible as contribu- 
tions for federal income tax purposes. 


15 


Office of the Corresponding Secretary 

423 WEST 117th STREET 
NEW YORK 27, N. Y. 


Telephone: University 5-4000 
Extension 2241 




